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McGill University hosts Canada’s Top Mathematicians in May 2001

Vancouver, British Columbia – April 4, 2001 – It doesn’t take a doctorate in mathematical sciences to count the many ways that Canada benefits from MITACS’ intellectual contribution in solving real world business challenges. “Companies like TELUS, Nortel Networks, CryoCath Technologies, Medtronic Inc., and Glaxosmithkline as well as government agencies like Worker’s Compensation Board and medical institutions like the Montreal Heart Institute are already implementing new technologies developed by research projects administered within the MITACS network,” said Dr. Arvind Gupta, MITACS Program Leader. 

This year, MITACS is holding its 2nd Annual General Meeting at McGill University in Montreal on May 11 and 12, 2001. “This premium networking opportunity for business leaders, academic professionals, and graduate students sets the stage for presenting new advancement in research and development while creating additional synergy between the academic and business sectors” added Dr. Gupta, noting that the AGM also showcases student abstracts and posters during the exhibition and industry fair. This year’s event theme “Novel Uses of Mathematics in the Biomedical Sector” focuses on innovations and advancements in biomedical research.

A study on atrial fibrillation conducted by Dr. Leon Glass of McGill University in conjunction with, CryoCath Technologies Inc., a Quebec company, and the Montreal Heart Institute, addresses the ‘real’ issue of cardiac arrhythmia, a national health problem, that resonates for all Canadians as the “Baby Boomer” generation reaches retirement age. 

Stem cell research is an integral component of Dr. Keshet’s research project conducted jointly with StemCell Technologies Inc. in Vancouver. Early findings strongly suggest that the outcome of the study may eventually lead to the design of artificially produced, safe, disease and rejection-free blood, a direct benefit to all Canadians.

Chevron Petroleum Technology Company in collaboration with Drs. Gary Margrave and Michael Lamoureux of the University of Calgary are collecting data from induced vibrations traveling through the earth and deducing the nature of the materials found below the earth’s surface. The study aims to create advanced practical applications of new seismic imaging technologies for the discovery of new fossil fuel deposits. 

Calling All Canadian Technology Leaders

Gaining momentum in its efforts to promote mathematics at all academic levels, MITACS continues to seek the participation of industrial partners and graduate students to undertake new research projects, all for the betterment of Canadian businesses and academia. 

Seminars on Current Mathematical Topics: All event attendees are welcome to join the keynote speakers, world class leaders in their respective fields - Professors Ivar Ekeland, Terry Speed, and Christos Papadimitriou, for brief discussions on such topical issues as the “Two Types of Information Asymmetry in Economic Theory”, “"Statistics and DNA Microarray Data"”, and “Algorithmic Problems Related to the Internet”. 

Exhibition: In addition to the projects that are mentioned above, the upcoming MITACS AGM also aims at showcasing research projects from graduate students during the Exhibition portion. 

In an interactive setting, industrial partners of MITACS’ research projects feature their advancements in research during an exhibition held Friday and Saturday, May 11-12, from 11:15 am - 2:00 pm. An opportunity to meet with international business and academic leaders, the exhibition extends an olive branch to all academic levels, from high school to post-doctoral studies, interested in Canadian research and innovation.

Industry Fair: Since one of MITACS primary functions is to encourage the development of employment opportunities within Canadian organizations, the Industry Fair attracts businesses and corporations from across Canada searching for qualified candidates to lead and participate in future research teams within their organizations. Students are especially welcome to investigate and inquire about upcoming career developments in their respective fields of study.

MITACS creates jobs for Canadians

Encouraged by the overwhelming support in attendance last year, organizers of the 2nd Annual MITACS AGM expect more than 400 students, business leaders, top scientists and members of the media to attend this year’s unique events. 

From their work on research projects within the MITACS network, students and post-doctoral fellows are offered more positions and career opportunities than ever. “A new benchmark in academic excellence has been established by MITACS – with the support of the federal government, Canadian research funding does more than just extend the boundaries of technology and innovation – it creates permanent positions for scientists, researchers, graduate students, and technicians in Canadian businesses” adds Dr. Gupta.

About MITACS

In just two years, MITACS, The Mathematics of Information Theory and Complex Systems, has revolutionized the Canadian research landscape by providing a valuable infrastructure for graduate students, post-doctoral fellows, and technical staff to pursue careers in mathematics that directly impact “real world challenges”. In its key role as a national network of centres of excellence, MITACS creates opportunities for academic and industrial sectors to work in tandem on specific research projects within the scope of five distinct disciplines: bio-medical, commercial/industrial, information technology, manufacturing, and trade/finance. A joint initiative by Canada’s three mathematical institutes – ‘Le centre de recherches mathémathiques’ in Montreal, ‘Fields Institute for Research in Mathematical Sciences’ in Toronto and ‘Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences’ in Vancouver – MITACS operates as a national network wherein 230 researchers at 26 Canadian universities work directly with 70 Canadian companies to develop specific physical, biological, and economic systems that harness the power of mathematics and the expertise found exclusively in Canadian universities.

